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Lakota Kidz is dedicated to making the brutal Pine Ridge winters a little warmer for the Lakota Sioux living in Wanblee, South

Dakota, the poorest town in the poorest county in the nation. The organization became a 501 (c)3 non-profit in 2004. We are

staffed entirely by volunteers, and funded solely by our fundraising initiatives, private donations and grants.

A Message From Our
President, Stephen Martin

Sometimes it seems as if the
Great Spirit is always placing ob-
stacles in our paths, even if those
paths are noble and righteous.

It’s no secret — over the last
few years, things have been get-
ting tougher and tougher for
more and more Americans. Some
of Lakota Kidz’ long-time mem-
bers and supporters have sud-
denly found themselves jobless,
even homeless, and unable to
help anyone else. As people lucky
enough to have jobs and homes
during the First Great Depression
used to tell panhandlers and ho-
bos, “Things are tough all over.”

All | can say is that things at
their best have always been
tougher on Pine Ridge than things

at their worst have ever been for
most Americans. And now, dur-
ing this second Great Depres-
sion, things on the rez are getting
even tougher.

Take for example the Red Elk
family of Wanblee SD, by census
one of the poorest towns in
America. We’ve been supporting
the Red Elks ever since we
learned that Roger Red Elk had
been diagnosed with cancer. Rog-
er and his wife, Annie, had 11
children living in their home, only
five of which were their own.
(One of the most heartwarming —
and heartbreaking — Lakota tradi-
tions is the people’s willingness
to share responsibility for each
other’s children and elders.)
Roger bravely battled on for
years, struggling to support them
until he could no longer do so.

Things got even tougher for
the Red Elks in 2011. Roger has
finally been released from this
troubled world and Annie is going
to need our help even more. We
want to continue to be there for
those kids, but to do that we're
going to need your help even
more.

The bottom line is that Lakota
Kidz received fewer and smaller
contributions in 2010 than in

2009. As a result, every Lakota
home enrolled in last winter’s
Emergency Fuel Assistance Pro-
gram (EFAP) suffered a 20% cut
in life-saving fuel allotments. And
be assured, every one of those
families has its own tragic cir-
cumstances.

In closing, | want to personally
thank you for continuing to sup-
port us over the years.

Wakan Tanka nici umMay the
Great Spirit walk with you and
guide you.

FUNDRAISING & AWARENESS

Lakota Kidz volunteers work many
hours to help raise awareness and
funds, participating in events around
the Massachusetts South Shore. During
2011 Lakota Kidz had a booth at Hull’s
Endless Summer Festival and participat-
ed in a fundraising Yard Sale in Wey-
mouth.

The third annual Pie Sale at the Second
Congregational Church in Cohasset, MA
benefiting Lakota Kidz and held in
memory of Erin Leary, our youth volun-
teer who passed away in 2009 takes
place on Nov. 20th. Homemade pies will
cost $12.

We will also be joining Native Ameri-
cans in their Day of Mourning in Plym-
outh, MA, November 24™. Don’t miss
the holiday photo shoot for “kidz” and
pets at the New England Wildlife Center
in Weymouth, MA (details on page 3).



Page 2

THE TATANKA SUN

Economic Struggles on the Pine Ridge Reservation

Visitors to the Pine Ridge Indi-
an Reservation in the rural mid-
west tell us they are struck by
three things: the vastness of the
plains, the dry, volcanic look of the
Badlands mountains, and the
depth of poverty facing the Oglala
Lakota people. Poverty anywhere
is a complicated phenomenon,
affected by politics, the environ-
ment, distances, access to materi-
als and services, and economic
conditions.

There are thousands of acres of
rich farming and ranching land on
the reservation but, in an ironic
twist, most of that land is not con-
trolled by the Indians, rather it is
leased out, at far below market
rates, by the U.S. government to
non-Natives.

On Pine Ridge Reservation, and
particularly in Wanblee, there is
not much of an economy — few
businesses, few jobs, and small
customer bases. A Lakota commu-
nity organizer explains:
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and are very entrepreneurial and
try and create jobs, whether en-
gaging in traditional crafts or
opening a business or highch
start-ups, but there are very few
jobs to go around, mainly because
they are in such a rural area. Very
few people have access to credit,
and very few investors want to
help create employmerit

As a result, the Pine Ridge res-
ervation encompasses the poorest
places in the United States, and
the average life expectancy there
is 40 years, the lowest in the
Western Hemisphere except for
Haiti! The economic statistics for
Wanblee, where our organization
supports children, paint a grim
picture of precarious survival.
Census and other data indicate
that 70% - 90% of the population
live below the poverty line in any
given year, many of them elders
and children:

+ The per capita income in
Wanblee is ~$4,500.

e The median income for a
household is $14,286.

e The median income for a
family is $14,844.

Would a casino help?

Not in such a rural place. Most Native
nations do not run casinos. While
casinos in urban areas have the possi-
bility of being profitable — although
even the largest ones are suffering in
the present economy and laying off
workers —a gambling business de-
pends on a high volume of customers
with significant discretionary money.
Tkalt iN:'ﬂt th% §5ﬁffrﬂ19ptjndian
nations, and certainly not’on the Pine
Ridge Reservation. As the FAQ on our
website explains: & a 2 &
nos don't enjoy a senmonopoly in a
location near wealthy urbaniteX
Pine Ridge is 60 miles from nowhere,
in a desolate area that is bitterly cold
more than six months of the year.
Basically, no one, not even outside
casino promoters, wants to build a
casino on this reservatith

The Oglala Lakota tribal members
of Pine Ridge Reservation tried open-
ing a small motel-restaurant-casino
themselves. Aptly named Prairie
Wind Casino, its operators hoped to
bus in clients from border states. But
out-of-state attendance is modest;
rather, its small core base of custom-
ers comes from the reservation itself.
The business provides jobs to about
200 of the reservation's 40,000-
50,000 residents. Two hundred jobs is
certainly significant to the workers
that hold them, but it is just a drop in
the bucket of employment needs on
the “rez.”

Wanblee is an impractical, four-
hour round-trip commute from Prai-
rie Wind Casino -- when the roads are
passable. Moreover, the profits of
this casino are comparatively tiny: if
every tribal member received an

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

equal share, each would reap only
$58.40 per year. TIME magazine re-
ported in 2002: 4...the Oglalas
t N} ANRS 2AYyR
to fund general programs, such as
services for the elderly and young
people, as well as education and
economic development. But even iif
there had been profit sharing in-
stead, the payout would have
worked out to a daily stipend of just

16 cents for each of the 41,000 tribe

memberst “Indian Casinos - Special In-
vestigation,” TIME, December 2002.

Children cannot wait. Lakota Kidz
recognizes that the problems of pov-
erty require long-term solutions and
political will. But the children of
Wanblee need aid immediately, es-
pecially fuel assistance during the
bitter winter when temperatures
can drop to 40 below zero. The
small amount of fuel aid that resi-
dents may receive from federal or
state sources covers less than a
month’s worth of propane. Every
year, the largest nearby newspaper,
the Rapid City Journaleports on
the impact of severe storms that
paralyze the rez: remote roads, elec-
trical outages, broken water pipes,
and diminishing supplies of food and
fuel. Desperate families have been
known to burn their clothing and
furniture when fuel runs out. Elders
are found dead as a direct result of
no heat.

These are some of the obscenely
unjust conditions that motivate
Lakota Kidz to support child-
centered projects such as Head Start
and family fuel assistance for the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. We
count on and are grateful for your
help.

By Linda Simon, Board Member
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PLEASE HELP WARM THE HEARTS OF THE
POOREST CHILDREN IN OUR COUNTRY

Some Wanblee kids have never received a new coat or a holiday gift of any

/I & AigdaOund“Holiday Gt riveg” gligws you to make a difference in a child’s

life during the holiday season, via a tax-deductible gift donation.
Just check out our Wish List at www.Amazon.com (under the Wish List

name of “Lakota Kidz” (be sure to spell "kidz" with a "z"). Simply choose the
gifts you wish to purchase. Once you complete the transaction, Amazon will
automatically ship them to our volunteer coordinator on the reservation,
who will distribute them to the community during the holiday season.

If there's something you'd like to send a child that's not on the Wish List,
simply email us at info@lakotakidz.org, and we'll add it to the list for you!

For those who don't care to shop online, we'd be happy to be your per-
sonal shopper. Just send a check earmarked to "Holiday Gift Program" to
our P.O. Box, along with a description of the gift(s) you'd like us to purchase
on your behalf, whether it be a warm winter coat, a popular toy or a book
you treasured as a child. We'll take care of the rest.

Shipping to Wanblee takes at least ten days, so it would be best if you
made your online purchase no later than December |2th.

Thanks to your generosity, we have received donations from all over the
world, including Norway, France and England. Happy holidays & pilamaya -

thank you for the blessings you send.

Make Your Holiday Greeting Card A Wild One This Year!

Santa Claus is Coming
to The New England Wildlife Center ‘s Araquon Lodge on
Sat. 12/3: 12—4 PM and Sat. 12/10: 12—4 PM
Bring your kids, family, friends and pets for pictures with Santa! Proceeds
benefit Lakota Kidz and the New England Wildlife Center. Please have all
pets (and unruly children) on a leash or in a carrier, and up-to-date on vac-
cinations. Photo packages start at $10.00. At the New England Wildlife
Center, 500 Columbian Street, South Weymouth, MA.

Araquon Lodge




LAKOTA KIDZ

P.O. Box 696

Hull, MA 02045

Phone: 781-925-9395
Email: info@]lakotakidz.org

HOW YOU CAN HELP

You can mail a tax-
deductible check to:
Lakota Kidz, PO Box 696,
Hull, MA 0204%r go to
www.lakotakidz.oaqd
make a donation via

PayPal. Thank you.

Wedre on:th

www.lakotakidz.org

The Pine Ridge Reservation is
set in the poorest county in
America., The nearest two
cities are 110 and 350 miles
away. The average life expec-
tancy is 45 years and the infant
mortality rate is 300% higher
than the U.S. national average.
More than half the Reserva-
tion's adults battle addiction
and disease. Over half of the
homes on the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation are substandard gov-
ernment-provided housing
units infested with Black Mold,
which wreaks havoc on the
health of infants, children, el-
derly, and those with compro-
mised immune systems. There
is a more than a ten year wait-
ing list for housing on the Res-

ervation. As a result, it is not

ABOUT LAKOTA KIDZ

uncommon to find large ex-
tended families of |5 or more
living under one roof. Over
one-third of these homes lack
basic water and sewerage sys-
tems, as well as electricity.

The poorest town on the res-
ervation is Wanblee. The mission
of Lakota Kidz is to help the chil-
dren of Wanblee and put hope in
their eyes. From this mission, our
Fuel Assistance, Head Start and
Holiday Gift programs were
born.

Lakota Kidz operates on a
shoestring budget and is able
to put the majority of funds
raised directly into our pro-
grams. We cannot change the
past of our Native American
neighbors, but with your help, we

can change their future.

EMERGENCY FUEL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Ve maintain an account with a
reputable local propane vendor
and keep a non-transferable
account for each of the approved
families. Each family is allotted a
certain amount of fuel per month.
We receive and monitor monthly
statements from the fuel company
to ensure that fuel is distributed
equitably and according to our
specifications.

EDUCATION SUPPORT
Lakota Kidz is works with Oglala
Lakota College (Head Start) and
Crazy Horse School (K-12) to
determine areas of need.
HOLIDAY GIFT PROGRAM
Please see page 3 for information

on how to participate.

YOUR CONTRIBUTION
Your donation enables Lakota
Kidz to assist many families in
Wanblee, SD. We are staffed
entirely by volunteers. We work
from our homes so there is no
office expense. We are often able
to obtain donated printing ser-
vices for our communications, so
nearly all of your contribution
goes to purchasing emergency
household fuel and assisting local
education providers. Please make
a tax deductible donation today.
Your support will make an im-
portant difference in the lives of
these forgotten Native American
families.

Master Card, Visa, or American
Express accepted through PayPal
or mail your contribution to Lako-
ta Kidz, P.O. Box 696, Hull, MA
02045. Thank you.



